[image: image1.png]IHC Ttem.
EM Item




[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]IHC Ttem.
EM Item




[image: image4.png]IHC Ttem.
EM Item






HISTOLOGY COMPLEXITY ASSESSMENT

SUMMARY
Charges for Histology services will be decided by the results Validation operator at the time of Validation.

Charges will depend on four parameters :
(a)
The complexity level of the service

(b)
The number of separately identified specimens

(c)
How many immunohistochemical antibodies have been tested

(d)
Whether the service is a frozen section.

Initial recording of all HISTO procedures will use a dummy account code to ensure that unreported histo results will prevent account generation.

At Validation, a program asks questions related to the charge parameters.  Any FAILURE to answer will NOT VALIDATE the result (and hence, not release it for invoicing).
The system will only allow updates to un-invoiced results.

OPERATION DETAILS
A.
REGISTRATION:   NEW SPECIMEN
When a specimen is fully registered with a procedure that charges HISTOPATHOLOGY item codes, the registration program adds a special charge code to the account.

No extra information is required by the operator.

B.
REGISTRATION:   RESET ACCOUNT
When the ACCOUNT has already been updated by the Histo-data-validation system, a “reset” of the account will automatically re-use the stored histo-complexity data.

C.
RESULT VALIDATION:   SENIOR STAFF
(a)
When the operator selects “V” to validate any Histopathology procedure, the program first asks for answers to determine the billing categories.


Note:   Validation will FAIL if the questions do not yield a satisfactory account code.
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(b)
The results validation requires that a FULL registration has been completed before the result is validated.

If an attempt is made to validate an incompletely registered specimen, the program will report :


“MISSING ACCOUNT RECORD:   Use registration 

program to initiate record.”

(c)
FROZEN SECTION/NON-FROZEN SECTION QUESTION

The program automatically determines whether the specimen is classified as “Frozen Section” by the PROCEDURE Code.

If the specimen IS a Frozen Section then there is no “COMPLEXITY LEVEL” required and the cursor will start at “Number of Specimens”

Note:    These automatic defaults can be overwritten by using the UP-ARROW keys.
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(d)
COMPLEXITY CLASS
Each NON-FROZEN section Histopathology procedure must be classified by a complexity class and a complexity level.

An ELECTRON MICROSCOPY must be entered as an ‘EM’ procedure, and in doing, when the correct class (0999) is entered for the complexity, the correct chargeable items will be prompted.

The “CLASS” list is defined by the HIC without codes.  The MEDIPATH CLASS list is numbered from 0001 to 0171 (as at March 4th 1997).
Selection of a Complexity Class can be :

(i)
By Numeric Code, either 0012 or 12.  

Enter this code and the class name will be displayed.

For example:   17 = Bone-all specimens not otherwise specified.  The Complexity-Level is also returned.

NOTE: The EM code is 0999.  

(ii)
By Word-Search
Enter Words or PARTS of words that are likely to be part of the CLASSIFICATION.  The system will respond with a list of matching CLASSES.

NOTE: The EM code will display with ‘elec’.
Choose a class with F10 or use ARROW keys to navigate through the list.
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(e)
COMPLEXITY LEVEL
The Complexity Level is used to determine the CHARGE CODE.  Each COMPLEXITY CLASS has been assigned a LEVEL from 1 to 6.

When a CLASS is selected from the Class library, the LEVEL is also returned.  This field should not be changed.   The cursor will not go to this field during the normal data entry mode.

Note:  Frozen sections do not require a complexity level.

(f)
NUMBER OF SEPARATELY IDENTIFIED SPECIMENS
This means :  

 “an individual specimen collected, identified so that it is clearly distinguished from any other specimen, and sent for testing by or on behalf of the treating practititioner responsible for the procedure in which the specimen was taken” 

(Schedule, Part 1, Par. 14(1)(d)).

This count is used for both Frozen Sections and other Histo. Specimens to calculate the correct charge code.

BUT :   When complexity level is NOT 3 or 4, the number of specimens does not matter so the field is not accessed the first time through.
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(g)
NUMBER OF IMMUNOHISTOCHEMICAL ANTIBODY EXAMINATIONS

This figure will trigger an extra charge code - at the level 1 - 3 and 4 or more.

F10 will save the data AND RECALCULATE THE ACCOUNT!!

Data is saved with each Histology Procedure.

Data will be displayed if present.
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For example:  Enter “bone other”





Gives :  


0017  Bone-all specimens not 


otherwise specified


0057  Joint-all structures other 


than bone





Note:   Frozen sections do not require a Complexity Class.
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