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Introduction
Because Alltalk services can operate on varying port numbers and use any URL, it is strongly recommended (but not required) that owners of Alltalk servers add an Information Record in their public (Internet) Domain Name Service (DNS).  This is the service that allows host names (e.g.  www.lrsupport.com.au) to be resolved to an internet IP address.  DNS is also used to provide information about particular servers.  Adding the alltalkinfo record to DNS will allow any Alltalk client to use their Alltalk address to automatically find the servers port and web interface details.
 
Adding the Entry to DNS
The Information record needs to be added as a TXT RECORD as host “<server>info” to the Authoritative Public DNS server for the domain indicated in the users Alltalk Address.
 Examples:
 1.
For address fred@alltalk.lrsupport.com.au, Alltalk will assume that the Alltalk server is known as “alltalk” on the domain “lrsupport.com.au”. So, in order to get the URL and port numbers, it will request the TXT record for alltalkinfo.lrsupport.com.au from DNS.

2.
For address fred@alltalk2.lrsupport.com.au, Alltalk will assume that the Alltalk server is known as “alltalk2”, so it will request the TXT record for alltalk2info.lrsupport.com.au from DNS.
This document does not attempt to describe how to actually add this entry into a DNS service because the Public DNS records can only be updated by the DNS managers for the public domain.  In many cases this will be an ISP or the corporate network manager.
Information Record Format
The information record contains 4 entries indicating the Client Port (C), the Messenger Port (M), the Host address (H) and the Web interface URL (U).
Example:
C=21110 M=21025 U=http://www.galkam.com.au/cgi-bin/alltalkwi.exe H=alltalk.galkam.com.au
 
The C Entry is an integer value indicating the Port number of the Client (POP3) Service.
The M Entry is an integer value indicating the Port number of the Messenger (SMTP) Service.
The H Entry is a text value containing the (internet) host name or IP address of the Alltalk Server.
The U Entry is URL pointing to the Alltalk servers Web interface.
To confirm that the info record has been added correctly, use "nslookup" from the dos prompt.
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